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ABSTRACT 

As part of the National Study of American Indian 
Education conducted in 1968-69-70, this final report deals with 
economy, education, demography, and employment of Indians in the 
communities of Ponca City and White Eagle, Oklahoma. The study 
emphasized the attitudes of the people in Ponca City regarding 
education for all students enrolled in the high school. It was noted 
that the Indian communities with new leadership were developing 
awareness among the general population about problems which concerned 
the Indian people. It was also reported that the White Eagle 
Development Association, funded through the Episcopal Church in the 
past and now through National Endowment for the Humanities, has given 
rise to the most visible and vocal Indian group in the area. The 
report includes a discussion of the closing of White Eagle School, 
which served the Indian community for years, in spite of opposition 
posed by Indian parents. Also included are a thumbnail sketch of 
Ponca City schools from the reports of the board of education, a map 
of Indian residential areas, and u pages of 1966 Community Audit 
Reports. (EL) 
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NATIONAL STUDY OF AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATION 



The attached paper is one of a number which make up the Final 
Report of the National Study of American Indian Education. 

This Study was conducted in 1968-69-70 with the aid of a grant 
from the United States Office of Education, OEC-0-8-080147-2805. 



The Final Report consists of five Series of Papers: 



I. Community Backgrounds of Education in the Communities 
Which Have Been Studied. 

II. The Education of Indians in Urban Centers. 

III. Assorted Papers on Indian Education- -mainly technical 
papers of a research nature. 

IV. The Education of American Indians — Substantive Papers. 

V. A Survey of the Education of American Indians 



The Final Report Series will be available from the ERIC Document 
Reproduction Service after they have been announced in Research in 
Education . They will become available commencing in August, 1970, and 
the Series will be completed by the end of 1970. 



PONCA CITY AND WHITE EAGLE, OKLAHOMA 



Location 

Ponca City, with a population of 30,000, la located on the 
Arkansas River in north central Oklahoma* It la about equidistant 
(100 ml I as} from the major cities In the areas Wichita, Kansas; 

Tut 8a and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (Appendix A)* 

The Ponca Indiana who live In and around Ponca City are estl- 
mated to comprise about 2,500 persons* However, probably no more 
than 300 Ponca Indian families live In the city of Ponca Itself* 
Many Ponca Indlsn families live five miles south of Ponca City In 
the area called White Eagle (Map 2)* 

The Ponca Indians hold 935 acres of trust tribal lands, most 
of which are located west of U*S* Highway 177# south of Ponca City 
In the White Eagle area* Individually allotted lands held by the 
Ponca amount to 17,600 acres* Many Ponca Indian homes are located 
along U*S* 177 north and south of the White Eagle area* These 
homes# visible from the highway. In no way represent the majority 
of Ponca home dwellings* Most Ponca residents are scattered over 
a wide area of land fifteen or twenty miles from White Eagle* Some 
families live to the south around the community of Marland* 



Economy 

In sociological terms some justification could be made for 
designating Ponca City as a "companyttown," since the local econ-. 
omy has a heavy stake In the fortunes of the Continental oil 
Company (CONOCO) which employs 3,500 and Sequoia Refining Corpor- 
ation with 300 on the payroll* Since the oil companies employ many 
professional people (engineers, etc*), they (CONOCO) have been 
strong supporters of the school system* Scnool officials are quick 
to point out the good working relationship they have with the oil 
companies* Also, a number of the wives of company employees hold 
teaching credentials which allow them to be employed by the local 
school system* 

By most definitions Ponca City would probably be classified 
as a middle to upper-middle class city* Per household Income In 
the city for 1963 was set at $9#259* A recent economic survey 
conducted by the combined Departments of Economics of the university 
of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University estimated the 1970 per 



. s'onca utiy 
page 2 



person fneome of Kay County (Ponca City fe located In Kay County) 
at £ 3457 * The highest per p' 'son Income In Oklahoma was In Wash- 
ington County, which contains Bartlesville and the Phillips Pe- 
troleum Company, with 35000. Kay County ranks fifth In the state 
In per capita Income.* 

A drive through the community quickly Impresses on the observer 
the general economic affluence of the ‘White residents. Well land- 
scaped homes and a thriving business district create an atmosphere 
of general prosperity. The Negro section of the community Is lo- 
cated in the southern leg of the community* The. major approach 
to the city from the south skirts this area. Two large road-side 
billboards block or screen the driver f s view of the many ram- 
shackle homes that occupy this area. Many Indian homes are located 
south of Grand Avenue, the major business street, and west of the 
north-south Santa Fe railroad tracks. Again, these homes do not 
seem to reflect the general economic affluence of the White com- 
munity. 

Another general Index of the socio-economic status of the 
White community can be seen In the general grooming of the senior 
.high school students, particularly the girls. One Is struck by 
the fashionable dress and hair styles displayed by them. 

The Indian population In and around Ponca City are engaged 
primarily In low level service jobs. There are no professionals, 
with the exception of *one nurse, who Is held In high regard by 
the junior high school girls as a model of achievement. Many 
of the young people leave Ponca City In their late teens, going 
off to larger cities for employment. 

As noted above, Ponca City! represents a prosperous White 
middle class community with a fairly large contingent of Indian 
residents. Although the Indians are pitied for their poverty and 
generally perceived In stereotypical terms by the Whites, there 
seems to be an emergent leadership among the Ponca Indians that 
Is prepared to challenge the dominant group*© point of view. 

Promotional literature prepared for Ponca City by the Chamber 
of Commerce does not build on the fact that the Ponca Indians are 
a historical "present* 1 for the community. One Is hardly aware 
that Indians In significant numbers are present In the community** 



^Average income In Oklahoma In 1970 Is expected to be about 
83328 for each man, woman and child. The lowest per capita Income 
area Is Adafr County In eastern Oklahoma with §1308* Many Cherokee 
Indians reside In Adafr County. 

^One Pawnee city community leader related how Pawnee County 
attempted to Join with Kay County (Ponca City) In a combined county 
Community Action Program (CAP). The Pawnee official Indicated that 
Ponca City Pleaders did not feel that they had enough poverty In the 
community (county) to Justify a CAP program. One way of coping 
with poverty Is to exercise "cultural blindness." 
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An Indication of the apparent Invisibility of Indians In the area 
la that school leaders were unable to estimate the number of Indiana 
In the school system# Probably about 5 per cent of the Ponca City 
High School enrollment (grades 7-12) Is Indian# These officials 
were quick to point out that they did not work with youngsters on 
the basis of their being Indian* Negro or Whiter 

However t awareness of; Indians and their concerns Is beginning 
to develop# During the course of the survey many teachers and 
school officials spoke of the so-called "red power* movement 
headed by a Ponca Indian* Mrs. Clyde (Della) warrior# School 
leaders were quite chagrined over the adverse publicity they felt 
the Ponca Indians were giving to the community— some of It via 
national television# Also* the Investigation of nearby Chftocco 
Indian School by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Senator Henry 
Bellmon of Oklahoma kept school personnel uneasy over studies of 
their schools. 



Trends In the Indian Commu nity 

Mrs# Warrior Is director of the White Eagle Development 
Association (WEDA} ff located In an office building In downtown 
Ponca City# Staffing the office Is done primarily with Ponca 
Indian women* 1 If there Is any semblance of a "red power* move- 
ment* the White community seems to associate It with the activities 
of Mrs# Warrior and the WEDA# Mrs. Warrior has on several oc- 
casions confronted Ponca City and White Eagle School officials 
with alleged acts of dlscrlmf nation against Indian students as 
well as arbitrary policy decisions which seem to be against the 
best Interests of Ponca Indian residents. 

Funding for the WEDA has been met through a grant from the 
Episcopal Church# A recent grant was made to WEDA by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities# This $10*000 grant Is to be used to 
write Ponca history as seen by members of the tribe# Materials 
developed by the project will be available to help educate chil- 
dren of the Ponca community# 

The WEDA probably does not speak for all members of the 
Ponca Indian tribe* It Is* however* the most visible and vocal 
Indian group known by White residents In Ponca City# 

In July of 1969* eight members of the Ponca Indian tribe were 



•|t 1 8 Interesting to note that WEDA is dominated by Ponca 
Indian women# Although Indian men may be In attendance at formal 
activities* the female members of the group seem to be the official 
spokesmen# 



